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	Sustaining Rural Practice Through Community
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	IN-PERSON ONLY
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	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	Central Washington University,  Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg
	Justice in rural and small-town communities depends not only on access to legal services, but on the ability of attorneys and advocates to build sustainable, connected, and supported practices over time.
	This year’s STAR Summit centers the people who make justice possible and explores what it takes to sustain rural lawyering in the face of workforce shortages, professional isolation, economic pressures, and evolving community needs. Sessions will highlight practical strategies for strengthening rural practice, sharing resources, and building professional and community networks. The Summit will also create intentional space for connection, peer learning, and collaboration, fostering relationships that support attorneys and communities long after the event ends.
	This year the STAR Council is partnering with the Access to Justice Board! The Summit will be held at the Central Washington University Student Union and Recreation Center and opens with a hosted reception on the evening of Thursday, June 25, at Gallery One Visual Arts Center in Ellensburg. Lunch will be provided on Friday, June 26, and a final hosted reception will close out the event on Friday afternoon.
	The STAR Council would also like to thank the Central Washington University Law and Justice Department for their partnership this year.



	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	STAR26026ELL: IN-PERSON ONLY
	REGISTRATION - ONLINE:
	CO-CHAIRS:
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	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) PRACTICE SUMMIT
	THURSDAY, JUNE 25 – FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	Central Washington University,  Student Union and Recreation Center, Ellensburg
	CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ELLENSBURG


	Lodging Information
	Hotel Windrow
	TownePlace Suites Ellensburg
	Red Lion Hotel Ellensburg​
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	DAY 1 > THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026
	6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. > Welcome Reception Gallery One Visual Arts Center, 408 N Pearl St, Ellensburg, WA 98926

	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	8:00 a.m. > Check-in • Walk-in Registration • Coffee and Continental Breakfast
	8:30 a.m. > Opening Remarks
	Dr. Cody Stoddard – Central Washington University, Ellensburg

	KEYNOTE
	8:40 a.m. > Creating Impactful Sustainable Change: How Me Becomes We
	40 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

	9:20 a.m. > BREAK
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	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	9:30 a.m. > AI for Lawyers: Practical Applications and Everyday Use
	75 minutes, 1.25 credits Other

	10:45 a.m. > BREAK
	11:00 a.m. > Building Community  and Strengthening Referral Networks
	45 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

	11:45 a.m. > LUNCH (hosted)
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	DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026
	1:00 p.m. > Ethics in Rural Practice: Unbundled Services, Alternative Payments, and Real-World Challenges 
	75 minutes, 1.25 credits Ethics
	Rural practitioners often adapt their services to meet the realities of their clients’ lives, including offering limited scope representation and navigating non-traditional payment arrangements. This session will explore the ethical considerations that arise in rural practice, including unbundled legal services, bartering, and alternative fee structures. Presenters will provide practical guidance grounded in the Rules of Professional Conduct, helping attorneys identify common pitfalls and make informed decisions while continuing to serve their communities effectively.
	Mark K. Baumann – Mark K. Baumann Attorney at Law, P.S., Port Angeles
	Sandra Schilling – Washington State Bar Association, Seattle

	2:15 p.m. > BREAK
	2:30 p.m. > Access to Courts in Rural Communities: Barriers and Solutions 
	75 Minutes, 1.25 credits Other
	Access to the courts in rural communities is shaped by geography, resources, and systems that are not always designed with rural realities in mind. This session will explore key barriers and emerging solutions that can improve accessibility and ensure individuals are able to meaningfully participate in the legal process, regardless of where they live. The discussion will also highlight current efforts underway across Washington, including work by the Administrative Office of the Courts related to the State Plan for Access to Justice for People Without Lawyers and collaborative initiatives focused on addressing legal deserts in rural communities.
	Crissy Anderson – Administrative Office of the Courts, Olympia
	Ashley Cummins – Seattle University School of Law, Seattle
	Rikki Thompson – Pacific County Superior Court, South Bend

	WRAP UP SOCIAL 4:00 p.m.
	3:45 p.m. > Closing Remarks  by STAR Council Chair • Adjourn
	Kari Petrasek – Petrasek Law PLLC, Mukilteo


	3rd Annual WSBA Small Town and Rural (STAR) Practice Summit  Thursday, June 25 – Friday, June 26, 2026 • STAR26026ELL

	REGISTRATION
	If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 1-800-945-9722.
	Seminar Registration Transfers, Refunds and Cancellations
	PRICING INFORMATION
	STAR26026ELL, attend in Ellensburg 6/25/26 through 6/26/26
	$30
	Standard
	$0
	Law Students


	Space is limited.  $30 registration fee includes welcome reception, continental breakfast, and lunch.
	ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter STAR26026ELL in the search box. Payment by credit card.
	PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.



	3 - WSBA STAR Council Rural Day of Service July 27, 2026
	Volunteer  opportunity!
	MONDAY, JULY 27, 2026
	WSBA SMALL TOWN AND RURAL (STAR) COUNCIL

	RURAL DAY OF SERVICE
	TIME: 12:00 p.m. > Volunteer Attorney Orientation            1-4:00 p.m. > Clinic LOCATION: American Legion | 111 S Park St. Chewelah, WA 99109
	WSBA is partnering with Inland Empire Legal Aid in to provide the community a one-day free legal services clinic for simple estate planning (e.g. simple wills, powers of attorney, healthcare directives).
	Sign up/volunteer






