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Jed Rakoff: Only the "Relatively Rich" 
Can Afford to Hire a Lawyer
Judge Rakoff, in his Learned Hand Award speech at the Federal Bar Council's Law Day dinner, 
said: We cannot blind ourselves to the failure of our profession to provide affordable legal services 
to what is probably a majority of our fellow Americans. What is needed is a global solution.
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Judge Rakoff speaks at the Federal Bar Council Law Day Dinner. Photo: Jack McCoy

Editor’s Note: U.S. District  Judge Jed Rakoff of the Southern District of New 
York received the Learned Hand Medal for Excellence in Federal 
Jurisprudence at the Federal Bar Council’s Law Day dinner Wednesday night 
at the Grand Hyatt New York. He used the occasion to ask the guests to find 
a way to make legal services more affordable. The New York Law Journal is 
running his remarks on that in their entirety.
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Methods of communicating electronically change 
rapidly. While traditional email communication is 
still widely used, more people are turning to text, 
chat, and social communications, even in the 
corporate world.
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is charged with fraud, embezzlement and aggravated 
identity theft.
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It's only the latest role for the well-respected litigator, 
who's worked in state, district and U.S. attorney 
offices, and operated in local courts in Brooklyn as 
well as appearing before the U.S. Supreme Court 
some 20 times.
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owners upstate, which leaves the lower appellate 
court's ruling in place. But Judge Fahey took the 
opportunity to criticize the First Department's 
reasoning in finding that a chimp cannot be defined 
as a person and thus is not entitled to habeas relief.

Featured Firms

Presented by BigVoodoo 

Law 
Offices of 
Mark E. 
Salomone
2 OLIVER ST 
#608
BOSTON, 
MA 02109
857-444-
6468
www.marksalomone.com

Gary 
Martin 
Hays & 
Associates 
P.C.
235 
PEACHTREE 
ST NE #400
ATLANTA, 
GA 30303
800-898-
4297
www.garymartinhays.com

Smith & 
Hassler
225 N LOOP 
W #525
HOUSTON, 
TX 77008
(877) 777-
1529
www.smithandhassler.com

More from ALM
CLE Center Legal Compass Events Webcasts LawJobs Professional Announcements

CLE Center → (https://clecenter.com)

Premium Subscription
With this subscription you will receive unlimited 
access to high quality, online, on-demand 
premium content from well-respected faculty in 
the legal industry. This is perfect for attorneys 
licensed in multiple jurisdictions or for attorneys 
that have fulfilled their CLE requirement but need 
to access resourceful information for their 
practice areas. 

View Now
(https://clecenter.com/Program/Premium.aspx)

Team Accounts
Our Team Account subscription service are for 
legal teams of four or more attorneys. Each 
attorney is granted unlimited access to high 
quality, on-demand premium content from well-
respected faculty in the legal industry along with 
administrative access to easily manage CLE for the 
entire team. 

View Now
(https://clecenter.com/CleForFirm/Default.aspx)

Bundle Subscriptions
Gain access to some of the most knowledgeable
and experienced attorneys with our 2 bundle 
options! Our Compliance bundles are curated by
CLE Counselors and include current legal topics 
and challenges within the industry. Our second 
option allows you to build your bundle and 
strategically select the content that pertains to 
your needs. Both option are priced the same. 

View Now (https://clecenter.com/Default.aspx)

Page 7 of 8Jed Rakoff: Only the "Relatively Rich" Can Afford to Hire a Lawyer | New York Law Jou...

5/9/2018https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2018/05/03/jed-rakoff-only-the-relatively-rich-ca...



Publications

The American Lawyer
(/americanlawyer/)

Corporate Counsel (/corpcounsel/)

National Law Journal
(/nationallawjournal/)

New York Law Journal
(/newyorklawjournal/)

New Jersey Law Journal (/njlawjournal/)

The Recorder (/therecorder/)

More Publications › (/publications/)

Law Topics

Litigation (/topics/litigation/)

Transactional Law
(/topics/transactional-law/)

Law Firm Management (/topics/law-
firm-management/)

Legal Practice Management
(/topics/legal-practice-management/)

Cybersecurity (/topics/cybersecurity/)

Intellectual Property
(/topics/intellectual-property/)

More Law Topics › (/topics/)

Rankings

AmLaw 100
(/americanlawyer/rankings/am-law-

100/)

AmLaw 200
(/americanlawyer/rankings/am-law-

200/)

Global 100
(/americanlawyer/rankings/global-

100/)

National Law Journal 500
(/nationallawjournal/rankings/the-nlj-

500/)

Pro Bono Scorecard
(/americanlawyer/rankings/pro-bono/)

The A-List
(/americanlawyer/rankings/a-list)

More Rankings › (/rankings/)

More

Events (/events/)

Legal Compass
(https://www.alm.com/intelligence/solutions-

we-provide/business-of-law-
solutions/legal-compass/)

Editorial Calendar (/editorial-calendar/)

Briefings (/static/briefings/)

Legal Dictionary
(https://dictionary.law.com/)

Jobs (http://lawjobs.com/)

Law Firms (/law-firms/)

Law Schools (/topics/legal-education/)

Law.com

About Us (/static/about-

Contact Us (/static/contac

Site Map (/sitemap/)

Advertise With Us
(http://mediakit.alm.co

Customer Support
(https://www.alm.com/cont

Terms of Service
(https://www.alm.com/terms

FAQ
(/sites/almstaff/2017/10/20/fr

asked-questions/)

Privacy Policy
(https://www.alm.com/privac

new/)

 (/newyorklawjournal/)

Publications (/publications) / Law Topics (/topics) / Cases (/newyorklawjournal/case-digests/) / Business of Law (/newyorklawjournal/business-of
/ Columns (/newyorklawjournal/columns/) / Editorials (/newyorklawjournal/editorials/)

/ People & Community (/newyorklawjournal/people-and-community/) / Special Sections (/newyorklawjournal/special-sections/)
/ Public Notices & Classifieds (/newyorklawjournal/public-notices/) / Editorial Calendar (/newyorklawjournal/editorial-calendar/)

/ Events (/newyorklawjournal/events/) / All Sections (/newyorklawjournal/sitemap/)

About New York Law Journal (/newyorklawjournal/static/about-us/) / Place a Classified (/newyorklawjournal/static/place-a-classified) / Contact Us (/newyorklawjournal/static/conta

/ Site Map (/newyorklawjournal/sitemap/) / Advertise With Us (http://mediakit.alm.com/) / Customer Care (https://www.alm.com/contact-us/)

/ Terms of Service (https://www.alm.com/terms-of-use/) / FAQ (https://store.law.com/Registration/myAccount.aspx?promoCode=lc#/Help)

/ Privacy Policy (https://www.alm.com/privacy-policy-new)

 (/)

FOLLOW US (https://www.facebook.com/LawdotcomALM/) (https://twitter.com/lawdotcom) (https://plus.google.com/105568464779205123032/posts)

(https://www.linkedin.com/company/25021727/) (http://feeds.feedblitz.com/law/legal-news/)

Copyright © 2018 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Seattle, WA: This Unbelievable, Tiny Company Is 
Disrupting A $200 Billion Industry 

Page 8 of 8Jed Rakoff: Only the "Relatively Rich" Can Afford to Hire a Lawyer | New York Law Jou...

5/9/2018https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2018/05/03/jed-rakoff-only-the-relatively-rich-ca...


