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ADVISORY OPINION

QUESTION PRESENTED

Does a non-lawyer individual or business assigned a judgment for the
purposes of collection engage in the unauthorized practice of law if he or she
proceeds to enforce the judgment pro se against the debtor in court?

A number of pro-se garnishment writs have been presented in a Washington
district court by individuals who are non-lawyers with "dba" business names in
order to enforce and collect on judgments assigned to them by other plaintiffs
[judgment creditors]. The assignees prepare the legal documents, file pleadings
to enforce the judgments in their own name, and collect on the judgments. The
assignees are not licensed to practice law or licensed as collection agencies.
The assignees may make a payment back to the original judgment creditor.

SHORT ANSWER

An assignee, as legal owner of the judgment, may enforce a judgment pro se
in court if the assignee is the absolute owner of the judgment. Ownership is
determined by examining the written assignment and the context in which the
written assignment was executed. However, if the original judgment creditor (or
assignor) retains any interest in the collection of the judgment, then the assignee
is engaging in the unauthorized practice of law by filing pleadings in court in to
enforce the judgment.

ANALYSIS

Washington statutory law allows a judgment creditor to sell or assign a
judgment claim as it would any other valuable property or asset. The assignment
of the judgment claim carries to the assignee all the rights to enforce collection of
the judgment enjoyed by the original judgment creditor as long as the assignment
is in writing, signed by the judgment creditor, acknowledged before an officer
authorized to administer oaths, and filed with the clerk of the court in which the
judgment is of record. RCW 4.56.090. Enforcing the collection of a judgment
involves the preparation, filing, and signing of legal documents, specifically a writ
of execution, a writ of garnishment, and any applicable affidavits.
RCW 6.17.020. Proceedings supplemental to execution of the judgment may
also occur to assist in collection of the judgment, such as an examination of the
judgment debtor. RCW 6.32.010. Services which include the preparation of
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