BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Ronald R. Ward direct line: 206-957-1272
President fax: 206-957-1275
e-mail: rrw(@joneswardlaw.com

August 1, 2005

Dear Ethics 2003 Committee Member:

We received and discussed the letter of July 12, 2005 from Supreme Court
Justice Charles W. Johnson questioning the inclusion of comments with the new
proposed Rules of Professional Conduct.

At our July Board meeting, the Board of Governors unanimously voted to
support the inclusion of the comments with the Rules of Professional Conduct. Among
the factors that supported this continued coupling of the rules and the comments are the
following:

1. The new rules reflect a major overhaul of the Rules of Professional Conduct
and the comments provide guidance to our members in interpreting the rules.

2. A number of the comments are directed at areas in which the Washington
rules differ from the ABA Model Rules.

3. These comments were promulgated and considered at the same time as
the proposed rule itself. To decouple them now would cause us great concern because,
in some cases, the comments provide necessary clarification of the scope of the rule
and, without that clarification, we may not have supported the rule as written.

Sincerely,

Sl 72K

Ronald R. Ward
WSBA President
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