










June 2004    October  December 2005  February    April        June 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
$1.9 million 
in new state 
funds 

 
Paradigm Shift: 
State  funding 
shifts from 
Columbia Legal 
Services to 
Northwest Justice 
Project. NJP becomes  
largest statewide 
provider of civil legal 
aid to the low income 
community. CLS 
focuses its efforts on 
aid to vulnerable 
populations and 
communities whose 
access is impeded by 
their status or 
condition, including  
foster children, 
farmworkers, 
institutionalized 
people, and others. 

 
Statewide Open 
House project draws 
1,000 people and 
starts dialogue about 
the importance of 
support for civil legal 
aid. 

 
 

INDIAN LAW to be 
included on state bar 
exam. Unanimously 
decided by WSBA 

Board of Governers on 
Oct. 22 

 
The Equal Justice 
Coalition partners 

with the courts, the 
bar, and public 
defenders on the 

Justice in Jeopardy 
legislative effort. 

 
WSBA hires 

its first 
diversity 

coordinator 

 
12 fellows selected for the 

new Washington Leadership 
Institute. 

 
Governor Gregoire signs 
HB 1747 establishing a 

new Office of Civil 
Legal Aid. 

 
All-time low 1.0% 
federal funds 
interest rate results 
in 40% reduction in 
IOLTA funds. 

 
9th Annual Access to 
Justice Conference 

 
 

First all civil legal 
aid advocate and 
staff conference held 
in Leavenworth in 
conjunction with 
statewide pro bono 
program conference. 

 
Technology Bill 

of Rights 
principles 

adopted by 
Washington 

Supreme Court 
on 12-3-04 

 
20th 

Anniversary 
LFW 

 
10th Annual 

Access to 
Justice 

Conference 
 

 
 

 
The Washington State 

Supreme Court includes a 
request for ATJ Board 

funding in its budget for the 
first time. 

 
 
 
 

 
5TH Anniversary of 

The Council on Public 
Legal Education 

 
 

 
Alliance for Equal 

Justice faces likely loss 
of $511,000 in VOCA 
funding for emergency 
legal aid for domestic 

violence victims. 
HAPPY  

B IRTHDAY 
EJC! 

 
Legal Technicians? The 
Practice of Law Board 

floats a draft rule 
allowing limited 

practice of law by non-
lawyer “legal 
technicians.” 

  
Creation of the Alliance for Equal Justice. 

ATJ Board’s communication plan is  implemented, gives voice to the alliance - “It’s not justice if it’s not equal.” 
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2005        2006 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
ATJ Impediments 

Committee Disabilities 
Court Guide 

 
Washington State Supreme 
Court receives 20th Annual 

Charles A. Goldmark 
Distinguished 
Service Award 

 
Justice in Jeopardy effort continues. Office of Civil Legal 

Aid secures $600,000 supplemental appropriation to 
mitigate loss of VOCA funds. Additional funding 

appropriated for trial courts, indigent criminal defense and 
parents representation in dependency cases. 

 
ATJ Board sends state team 
to 5th national meeting on 
Access to Justice 
Commission Chairs in 
Philadelphia. 

 
New Office of Civil Legal Aid established as 
independent judicial branch agency. New bipartisan 
Civil Legal Oversight Committee established. 

Endowment for 
Equal Justice exceeds $3 

million. 
 

Planning for Open House 
2006 

King County Bar 
Foundation “Breakfast 
With Champions” raises 
more than $300,000 for 
legal aid and minority 

scholarships. 

 
Farm Bureau and others file 
petition with Supreme Court 
to extend state statutory 
restrictions to judicially 
created IOLTA funds. 

 
Supreme Court adopts 
rule requiring payment 
of not less than 25% 

of all class action 
residuals to help fund 

civil legal aid. 

 
Seattle University 

School of Law 
Indian Land 

Tenure Institute 
 

 
Harvest of Justice reception 
celebrates the partnership 
between The Farmworker 
Rights Clinic Steering 
Committee and LAW Fund 
to form the Laurel Rubin 
Farm Worker Justice Project 

ATJ Board adopts revised State Plan which 
focuses on rurual delivery, upgrading pro bono, 
unifying intake/access in King County, expanding 
access for persons facing barriers, and establishing 
permanent statewide support for infrastructure. 

  
10th ANNIVERSARIES!! 

Northwest Justice Project, Columbia Legal Services, TeamChild 

 

 
Northwest Justice Project opens office in Walla Walla, 
returns staffed legal aid presence to region after 25 years. 
NJP opens satellite offices in Omak & Pasco. 

 
University of Washington-based Gates Public Service Scholars Program to expand 
opportunities for public service legal careers for law students and law graduates. First 
scholars selected April 2006. 

SU School of Law becomes the first law school in the nation to partner with Legal Aid University to build a robust support and training infrastructure 
for skills acquisition, strategic, substantive advocacy development and training, and leadership development in the equal justice community. 
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2006        2007 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
ATJ Board establishes State Plan 

Oversight Committee; hires 
regional planning coordinator; 
facilitates new and expanded 
regional planning efforts in all 

parts of the state. 

 
Washington State 

Supreme Court reaffirms 
importance of full-range 

representation for the most 
marginalized client 

populations; rejects Farm 
Bureau Petition to restrict 

IOLTA 

 
Equal Justice Coalition sends  

team to visit Washington State 
Congressional Delegation in 

Washington D. C.  

 
The ATJ Board presented 

the 2006 Judicial 
Leadership Award to Judge 

Anne Ellington  ATJ Board’s Nomination and 
Leadership Committee begins meeting 

in July 2006  

 
NJP founding Executive Director, Pat 
McIntyre, retires. NJP Board conducts national 
search; hires César Torres as new Executive 
Director.   

 
Legislature provides substantial 
enhanced funding for other core 
Justice in Jeopardy initiatives.  

 

 
Chief Justice Alexander champions 
civil legal aid and other Justice in 
Jeopardy initiatives in State of 
Judiciary speech. 

 The Access to Justice Board 
presented the Access to Justice 
Leadership Award to Patrick 

McIntyre-the outgoing Executive 
Director of the Northwest Justice 

Project  

 
Pat McIntyre receives  

Goldmark Award  

 
Justice in Jeopardy initiatives moves 
forward into FY 2007-09 planning 
effort. Coordinated budget requests 
are developed for civil legal aid 
(OCLA), indigent criminal defense 
and parents’ representation (OPD), 
representation of children (CASA) 
and trial court operations (BJA).      

 
Legislature fully funds OCLA budget request. 
$5.27 million appropriated to expand rural presence 
and unify client intake, advice and referral in King 
County.    

 
Equal Justice Open Houses held 
throughout the state. At Open House in 
Kent, Attorney General McKenna endorses 
funding request for expanded civil legal aid 
presence in rural Washington. 

 
 
The ATJ Board held a Surprise Celebration to 
honor the founding members and staff of the Bar 
Leaders for the Preservation of Legal Services for 
the poor.   

  
NJP begins effort to establish civil 
legal aid presence in rural areas of 
Washington; including locations that 
have not had a civil legal aid office 
since 1982.                                (27) 



2006        2007 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
Access to Justice Board 
establishes the Pro Se 

Committee to identify and 
remove barriers to access to 
the civil justice system for 

pro se litigants  

 
Equal Justice Coalition 

sends team to Washington 
D. C.  to visit Washington 

State Congressional 
Delegation  

 
Washington State sends 30 people 

 to the annual Equal Justice 
Conference in Denver, Colorado 

 in March 2007 

 
Access to Justice Board sends State 
team to 6th National meeting of 
Access to Justice Commission Chairs 
in Denver, Colorado in March 2007   
 
 

 
WSBA Executive Director  
Janice Michels retires   

 
The Access To Justice Board’s 

Regional Planning Process in the 
Revised State Plan is well underway 

 
Supreme Court accepts review in 
King v. King, which squarely 
raises the right of unrepresented 
litigants in complex, contested 
family law matters to counsel at 
public expense. 

 
The ATJ Board’s 2007 Access to 

Justice Leadership Award is 
presented to John Purbaugh  

 
Congratulations! 

Equal Justice Coalition receives ABA Grassroots 
award in 2007   

 
 
ATJ Board establishes permanent 
Law School Relations Committee to 
expand connections between the civil 
legal aid movement and the state’s 
three law schools 

 
The ATJ Boards’ 2007Civil Equal Justice  

Community Partnership Award 
 is presented to 

TV Washington 
 

 
 Seattle University School of Law 
names Diana Singleton as the new 
Director of the Access to Justice 
Institute.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ATJ Board’s 2007 Access to 
Justice Judicial Leadership Award is 
presented to Judge Catherine Shaffer. 

 
WSBA names Paula Littlewood  

As the new  
Executive Director 

 
                 28 



         2007     
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
 

May 31, 2007       
King vs. King case argued 
before the State Supreme 

Court, asserting a 
constitutional right to 
counsel in civil cases. 

 
 
 

Implementation of  
the State Plan 

continues as planning 
teams across the state 

complete their 
Regional Plans. 

 
 

Theme of ATJ Conference in Wenatchee is “Valuing 
Leadership, Enhancing Justice for All”.  Leadership 

Development focus arises out of the ATJ 
Nominating and Leadership Development 

Committee. 
 

 
 
 

 
Over 20 law students attend 

the ATJ Conference—the 
largest law student turn-out 

ever.  Students from the 
three law schools were 

encouraged to attend by the 
ATJ Law School Relations 

Committee.  Funding to 
support this effort was 
provided by the Legal 

Foundation of Washington 
in partnership with the 

three law schools. 
 

 
 

June 30, 2007  Regional Plans are submitted to  
the State Plan Oversight Committee (SPOC) by 

regional planning teams across the state.  Over the 
next few months, SPOC members review the plans 
and write response memos back to each regional 

planning team. 
 

 
The State Supreme Court adopts General 

 Rule 33—Requests for Accommodation by 
 Persons with Disabilities, which makes  

court services accessible to disabled  
persons.  

 
The Legislature establishes a coordinator to  
Improve the accessibility of courts for people 

with disabilities. 

July 2007 
Pro Bono symposium held in Yakima,  

with over 40 attendees from pro bono 
programs, to discuss State Plan  

pro bono issues. 
 

 
The  Laurel Rubin Farm 
Worker Justice Project raised 
$37,000 to support five 
student  interns to do 
farmworker outreach and 
advocacy in the summer of 
2007. 
 
 
 

  September 2007.  Northwest Justice Project   
opens an office in Port Angeles and returns 
staffed legal aid presence to this region after 25 
years.  Pro bono program co-locates with the 
new NJP office.  Justice Susan Owens key-
notes office opening ceremonies. 
 

New office of Public Guardianship 
Protects rights of poor and low-income 
Vulnerable adults. 

   
  
This timeline is a work in progress.  Additions are welcome and appreciated.  Send  to Joan Fairbanks joanf@wsba.org                                               29 
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2007       2008 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
SPOC submits its 

State Plan 
Implementation 
Update Report 

to the Access to 
Justice Board. 

 

 
 

The Statewide Website 
Advisory Group  

(SWAG) produces an  
Inventory of Legal and 

Justice System Websites 
 for the Public. 

 
NJP partners with the King County 211 

telephone based help-line system to serve 
as a single point of access for centralized 
screening, referral and intake services.  

The system becomes operational on 
January 1st, 2008 for King County low 

income residents. 

 
 
 

The May issue of 
the   WSBA Bar 

News is devoted to 
Access to Justice 

issues. 
 
 
 

A legal aid office opens 
in Moses Lake, staffed 

by attorneys from 
Columbia Legal Services 

and the Northwest 
Immigrant Rights 

Project, and co-located 
with the existing pro 
bono program.  This 
office will serve low 

income persons 
throughout central 

Washington who are not 
eligible for government 

funded legal aid. 

 
 

A new Case Management Software 
system is acquired which becomes  

operational in June 2008 and fully deployed  
among all providers by spring 2009.  It  

was developed with funding from LFW  
and OCLA and support from  

outside management. 
 
 

In the fall of 2007 Northwest Justice Project 
opens four new offices as a result of increased 

state funding. Port Angeles, Aberdeen, 
Longview, and Colville welcome staffed legal 

aid offices for the first time in many years. 

 
     February 29, 2008 

The Goldmark Lunch is held; brothers  
John and Mike McKay receive  

the Goldmark award. 
The pro bono community hosts a meeting 

 to discuss proposals to strengthen 
pro bono programs. 

 
 

A new Office of Public 
Guardianship protects rights of low 

income vulnerable adults. 
 
 

University Legal Assistance celebrates its 
30th anniversary as a clinical law program 

at Gonzaga Law School. 
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2008       2009 
E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  T I M E L I N E  

 
Creation of the Laurel Rubin Externship 

Advocacy Program, REAP, serving 
farmworkers in Yakima—a collaboration 
between the ATJ Law School Relations 

Committee, Washington’s law schools, and 
the Laurel Rubin Farm Worker Justice 

Project. 
 
 

 
Creation of an ADA Coordinator position at 

Administrative Office of the Courts 
(spearheaded by the ATJ Impediments 

Committee) 
 

 
ATJ Law School Relations 

Committee 

 
ATJ Board adopted its State Plan 
Implementation Update Report, 

outlining further initiatives to enhance 
the effectiveness and efficiency of the 

civil legal aid system 

 
 

LSC funds increase for the 
first time in a decade 
 

 
Recession hits – demand on legal 

aid system at all time high, 
unemployment reaches 9.2% 

 
 

IOLTA funding drops off 
sharply – Alliance threatened 

with deep cuts and 
infrastructure losses 

 

 
WSBA President proposes Civil 

Legal Aid rescue plan in light 
of IOLTA crisis 

 
 

State funding for legal aid 
modestly reduced in face of 

historic $9 billion budget deficit – 
solid bipartisan support for civil 

legal aid maintained 

 
 
 

May 2009 The Spokane County 
Bar Volunteer Lawyers Program 

celebrates its 25th year of 
assisting low income individuals 
with pro bono legal services and 

access to justice. 

 

 
ATJ Board celebrates 15 

year anniversary 




